
A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR… 
 

As we enter into November, I cannot help but reflect on the 

abundance of the season. I am grateful to all of you who have 

partnered with me during Barbara’s sabbatical to make this season 

without her run smoothly. As we welcome her back at the end of 

the month, I’ve taken some time to consider where we travelled 

together. We started with the marks of a vibrant congregation as 

we considered our practice of hospitality and how that reflects on 

the character of God. As we practice generous hospitality to those 

who can come and to seek out those who cannot, we show what 

the message of the gospel is really all about. We practiced 

generous hospitality with the welcome of Urban Promise, hosting 

young adults for a day of music with Pineapple Fest, the exciting 

welcome of 10 community families for our Enchanted Forest, and 

the stories I was told from so many of you of the visits you made 

to people who are shut-in or ill. November is that month that we 

celebrate God’s abundant generosity through a season of 

Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is all about the practice of generous 

hospitality, making sure family and friends experience welcome 

and leave with full bellies! It is also our stewardship month where 

we prayerfully consider how we are called to practice generosity 

in the coming year though our annual pledges. We all give at the 

level we are able. Generosity isn’t about the amount on the card, 

but about the heart of love that responds to God’s grace with 

gratitude and a desire to share what we have been given. In this 

way, giving is a joyful celebration of blessing, not a drudging 

obligation. I know I am so grateful for the gifts I have been given, 

and the people of Wilson are certainly on the top shelf.  One need 

I did want to make you aware of is the need for people to come 

and teach in the Sunday School department this year. Many of our 

veteran teachers have been called away by life commitments, and 

we do have some gaps to fill. Carol and Thomas are both present 

to make sure that anyone who wants to share their time helping to 

form faith in our children will be well equipped. Carol and 

Thomas (and the kids) will be blessed by your time. Also, mark 

your calendar for our November 24th thanksgiving service with St. 

Mary’s at 4PM in their sanctuary. It’s our opportunity to enjoy 

the grace of our family at St. Mary’s.  

 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving season!  

 

And, as the writer of Hebrews reminds us, “let us continue to 

encourage each other to love and works of good…”  

 

Blessings – Michael  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sacrament of Communion,  

 
November 3rd, 2019 

The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated in our 

Sanctuary. If you are wondering whether or not to participate, 

be assured that you are invited and encouraged to share in 

Communion as one who loves Christ and 

 seeks to walk with Him. 

 

 

Traditional Thanksgiving Breakfast 

Sunday, November 24th, 2019, 8:30- 9:30am 

 
Our traditional Thanksgiving Breakfast will be held in 

 Fisher Hall on Sunday, November 24th 

(Sunday before Thanksgiving.) 

Breakfast will be served from 8:30 to 9:30 am. All Invited! 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Service at St. Mary’s Stony Hill 

Sunday, November 24th, 2019 at 4:00pm  

 

 
The Covenant Committee invites all to attend the annual 

Thanksgiving Service on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, 

November 24th, 4pm at St. Mary’s Stony Hill. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT… 

 

As I continue “Counting our Blessings”, I am grateful for those 

several people who have been in touch to tell me about someone 

who does something special here at Wilson.  As expected, more 

than one person has mentioned Paul Ost who keeps on top of 

most everything having to do with our building, bringing to bear 

his many years of experience and family tradition. One person 

called him “our resident church ninja,” a description too good for 

me not to steal.  

 

In addition to her sure-footed and insightful contributions to the 

Executive Board, Cota Possien-Kania lends her attention to the 

details of the goings-on in Fisher Hall. She recently spent the day 

cleaning out the closet in the fireside room! And she and Pam 

Cox, whose wonderful energy brings us the lovely music of the 

bells, periodically sort through the kitchen and tidy it up. Karen 

Cito has spent an enormous amount of time and effort working on 

the new window project that continues to be developed and 

refined and she’s the one who did that lovely ordination reception. 
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Deidre Seidel prepares communion for us along with Sara 

Brescher. Deidre has been one of our representatives at ICCC for 

several years and Sara sends hand-written notes and cards to 

people...always has. And Pam Davis, is there anything she 

doesn’t do?  She assists Carolyn Musacchio in keeping the 

website current and accurate, keeps track of our finances, works 

with our personnel, ushers and Women’s Guild. Plus, she has had 

the answer to every question I have asked since assuming this role 

of president. And believe me, there have been many! I mentioned 

Carolyn Musacchio back there and I have to add that sitting next 

to her in the choir has been a personal blessing to me as well as to 

the Sunday services. She literally makes me sing better! Carol 

Droege worked tirelessly to bring us our brand new directory to 

say nothing of her invaluable work with Sunday School and 

special projects like VBS and the Enchanted Forest.  

 

As I draw my second monthly blessing counting to a close, I am 

fully aware that, although I’ve mentioned several persons and 

their good deeds, that each of them probably does a myriad of 

other things I’ve failed to mention. That shortcoming is surely 

forgivable. It is not humanly possible to give a full accounting of 

the many good things that people do. I’m grateful for that this 

special month when we remember to give thanks. 

 

Undeterred, I shall continue to attempt to shine a light on more of 

our angels next month. Still accepting suggestions at 

angeladv@aol.com or 908 512-1000 (call or text). 

 

In faith, Angela Della Ventura  

 

A MESSAGE ABOUT STEWARDSHIP… 

 

As November dawns, our thoughts turn to those blessings for 

which we are so grateful, one of which is our unique covenant 

with St. Mary’s Church. 

 

On November 24th we have the opportunity once again, to share a 

special Thanksgiving service with the St. Mary’s part of our 

family in their sanctuary. Join us there at 4:00 PM as we thank 

God for our covenant and our individual blessings.  

 

November is also the time when our attention turns to 

stewardship. How appropriate it is that as we thank God for our 

blessings, we should consider our gifts to Him through our 

offerings to our church. Our Stewardship Committee encourages 

us this year to “Give Together.” They remind us that there is a 

wonderful strength and power in working together as a team. 

Since generosity has been a theme this year, let’s take this moment 

to prayerfully consider the generosity of our own spirits in filling 

out our pledges. Oh my, what we can achieve together!  

 

“Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them, is 

the true measure of our thanksgiving.”  

 

May we each enjoy a happy time of giving thanks.  

 

In Faith, Angela  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD BRIEFS… 

 

MINISTER’S REPORT – Michael reported that he is enjoying 

the extra opportunities to reach out to the congregation, has had 

set up visiting hours to talk with folks, and has been collaborating 

with congregants to assist with the services.  

• Meeting with Covenant Committee to plan the 

Thanksgiving service with St. Mary’s, and will meet with 

the new priest. 

• During the services Michael will be keeping the kids in 

for the prayers, and will bring them back in for 

communion, as well as including them in the service. 

• Michael would like help encouraging all members to 

participate where they feel comfortable, with the board 

members to lead by example. (We need ushers). Faith 

decisions are made between the ages of 14-18. The kids 

need to be involved, for example, ushering. We need to 

turn the congregation from passive to active participation.   

• The Pineapple Fest was a success, and they were able to 

donate $1,100 to the Trevor Project, the leading national 

organization providing crisis intervention and suicide 

prevention services to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 

queer & questioning (LGBTQ) young people under 25.  

• There are two baptisms scheduled – Henry 11/10 and 

Ciardillo (Cito) on 11/24. 

FACILITIES – Tony had the following items to report: 

• The Wighard family is donating wood chips for the 

Kindness Trail. The Shpunder family has offered to 

spread them. 

• We have spent a lot of money on windows, approximately 

$30,000 for new windows in Blackburn Hall. They will 

need painting.  

• The sign on Hillcrest – there is a quote of $750 for the 

updated sign for Michael. 

• Sanctuary Windows – Pete DellaVentura is working on 

the replacements for the plastic windows which were 

installed as a temporary measure. Two sample windows 

are on order.  

• Church Clean Up – a dumpster will need to be ordered – 

November 16th? 

• Need quotes from Rich Tree service for additional tree 

maintenance along Valley Road side. 

• Approval is needed for the façade work along the north 

side of the office wing, as the wall is deteriorating and 

needs protection.  

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE – Thanks to Carol Droege for 

the production of the Church Directory. 

 

ICCC - special report from Deidre Seidel regarding ICCC gave 

general review of events, business conducted and our 

representation there. Michael suggested a mission trip to ICCC 

accompanied by fundraiser (to Dublin, OH). 

 

MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT - We need a replacement for 

Ed Kresge, who has tirelessly been a valuable member of both 

the Finance and Memorial Endowment committees.  

 

COVENANT COMMITTEE – The Thanksgiving Service 

with St. Mary’s will be at St. Mary’s, 11/24 at 4PM. 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE – We have an opening for the 

position of the Chair, to explore future possibilities.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Nominating Committee for 2020 – There are board members 

whose terms are expiring or resigned: Tony Cito, Harold Kreis, 

Randy Stefanovic and Lori Goucher. 

• Fire Drill – plans are being developed so that a drill can be 

scheduled. 

• Eye glasses – to be delivered to Warren. 

 

FINANCIAL FACTS-NOTE FROM YOUR TREASURER… 

 

As of this writing, I only have Giving receipts for the first two 

weeks of October but am pleased to report that we have already 

matched our October 2018 receipts, due to some early receipts of 

normal year-end giving.  

 

We are still showing a large YTD deficit, but I'm hopeful for a 

strong finish as we enter the season of gratitude and giving. 

 

As we enter our Stewardship campaign for 2020, let us prayerfully 

consider our gifts and talents that each of us can offer to our 

church and community.  

  

With gratitude, Pam Davis 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES… 

 

We have much to be thankful for this fall as we have grown 

together in our Sunday School. Thomas and Carol, along with the 

other teachers, have provided creative weekly experiences for 

children that go along with what we are doing in the main 

sanctuary. One of the most creative was when Thomas set up the 

Sunday school room as a “last supper” to prepare kids to come in 

to join us for communion. Kids learn so much more by being 

hands on and experiencing the story. This month ended with our 

“Enchanted Forest - INSIDE EDITION” as the rain kept us inside. 

However, we welcomed over 10 community families that has a 

wonderful time and some who are even looking forward to 

worshipping with us soon. We are so grateful to all of the Wilson 

family who came out and made this event so special. Even if no 

one showed up, it was a great time getting dressed up together! 

This month the kids will be focused on the generous wonder of 

God’s love that inspires our own thankful generosity. We have 

quality staff in our children’s department, but our children benefit 

from a wide representation of our congregation. If you would like 

to partner in the Sunday School one Sunday, please see Thomas 

or Carol and they will give you all you need! Thank you for being 

a church that supports and welcomes the next generation. –  

 

Michael 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FRIPPERY THRIFT SHOP… 

 

The FRIPPERY thrift shop, the yellow house in the top parking 

lot -open Tuesday, Thursday and the first Saturday of each month 

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM. We have household items, autumn 

decorating items, lots of Christmas, and clothing galore. Stop by 

to get some Christmas shopping done today! 

 

It’s coming! Our ANNUAL United Family and Children’s 

Society Christmas Gift project. Starting the Sunday before 

Thanksgiving we will have 80 to 100 names of underprivileged 

individuals in the Plainfield area. These range from newborn 

babies through grandparents all having a wish or two to brighten 

their holiday. A table will be set up during the Thanksgiving 

breakfast for you to select bags, do a little Christmas shopping and 

return the bags two weeks later so the social workers have time to 

pick them up and distribute to the families. This is my 23rd year 

doing this and my mother, Mary Ann Ingram did this for many 

years before me. Let’s keep the tradition going strong!  Any 

questions please feel free to call me, Lisa Renaud, 908-625-5042. 

 

COVENANT COMMITTEE… 

 

The Covenant Committee is planning for their Fall Blood Drive 

that will be held at the Watchung Firemen's Exempt Hall on 

Mountain Blvd. in Watchung.  The hours are 8AM-2PM on 

Saturday, November 16th. The need is always vital and much 

appreciated by the patient and family.  Please call 732-220-7000 

to make an appointment, sign-up in your church, or just be a walk-

in.  The donation is much appreciated so share your caring and 

share your love with this special gift. We thank all of you. 

 

The Committee is also holding their annual Thanksgiving 

Ecumenical Service at Saint Mary's on the Sunday prior to 

Thanksgiving, November 24th at 4 pm.  We all have lots to be 

thankful for and look forward to this occasion.  See you there! 

 

Fran Ellis 

 

WOMEN'S GUILD… 

 

The Women’s Guild will gather on Thursday, November 7th. 
 

THANK YOU… 

 

A thank you from Inge Ginter. Thank you so much for the many 

cards and phone calls. Miss you all and slowly getting adjusted to 

my new way of life.     

 

PERSONAL ITEMS…         

 

We continue to pray for those suffering with health problems, 

Patty Lohr, Rev. Ron Miller, Diane Ray, Joan Baylis, Howard 

Beyer, Janet Meeks, Joyce Possien, Ellie Groves, Joy Jurgens, 

Eva Wehof and Alison Barr.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

      

 

 

AA 8:30pm 

 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

Communion 

 

AA 8:00pm 

 

Bells 7:30pm 

 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 Pastoral Office Hours 
10:00am -12:00pm 

Election Day FH 6:00am 
8:00pm - Frippery 9:30am 
-12:30pm   Boy Scouts 
Meeting Library -7:30pm 
AA/SA 7:30pm  

 

 

 

 

Boy Scouts Meeting 
Library -7:30pm 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

Women’s Guild Meeting 
11:30 am. 

Choir 7:30pm  

AA 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

AA 8:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

Daniel Henry Baptism  

 

AA 8:00pm 

 

Executive Board 
Meeting 7:30pm 

Bells 7:30pm 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 

 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

 Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm  

AA 7:30pm 

Men’s Breakfast 
Country Squire 9:00:am 

 

 

 

AA 8:30pm 

 

 

Fall Blood Drive 

Firemen’s Exempt Hall  

Mountain Blvd. 

8am-2pm 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

 

 

AA 8:00pm 

 

Bells 7:30pm 

 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

Pastoral Office Hours 
10:00am -12:00pm 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

 Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm  

AA 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

AA 8:30pm 

 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Thanksgiving Breakfast 
8:30 – 9:30am    Worship 
Service 10:00am 

Cameron Ciarediello 
Baptism   Thanksgiving 
Ecumenical Service – St. 
Mary’s 4:00pm 

 

Mary’s 4pm   AA 8:00pm 

AA 8:00pm 

 

Bells 7:30pm 

 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 

Pastoral Office Hours 
10:00am -12:00pm 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

  

 

Thanksgiving Day 

 

 

 

 

AA 8:30pm 

 

 

Barbara Returns from 
Sabbatical 
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